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May 2014 Bulletin - Patricia Keller, Editor
The LWV is a nonpartisan organization that encourages the informed and active participation o f citizens in government and 
influences pubiic policy through education and advocacy. Membership in the League is open to women and men of'voting age. 
Annual dues, not tax deductible, are $45 individual, $60 for two in one household and $24 for students. To Join, send y ^ r  check 
to: Ann Spear, Treasure, 706 Ridgewood Road, Huntington, WV 25701. Check is to be made out to the League of Women Voters 
of the Huntington Area.
LEAGUE'S MAY 19 MEETING
On May 19, 7 pm at the Beverly Hills Presbyterian 
Church Dr. David Woodward will speak about some of 
his research on World War I. His speech will focus on 
the leadership roles of President Woodrow Wilson and 
General John J Pershing, the Commander-in-Chief of the 
American Expeditionary Force.
David wrote The American Army in the First World 
War volume, as part of the new series being published 
by Cambridge University Press on the armies of the 
major combatants in World War I. 2014 is the 100*'̂  
anniversary of the beginning of World War I.
David's book is a definitive history of the American 
Army's role and performance during the First World 
War. Drawing from a rich pool of archival sources, he 
sheds new light on key themes such as the mobilization 
of US forces, the interdependence of military 
diplomacy, coalition war-making, the combat 
effectiveness of the AEF and the leadership of its 
commander John J. Pershing. He shows us how, in spite 
of a flawed combat doctrine, logistical breakdowns and 
the American industry's failure to provide modern 
weaponry, the doughboys were nonetheless able to 
wage a costly battle at Meuse-Argonne and play a 
decisive role in ending the war. The book gives voice to 
the common soldier through first hand war diaries, 
letters and memoirs, allowing us to reimagine their first 
encounters with regimented military life, their transport 
across the sub-infested Atlantic to Europe, and their 
experiences both in and behind the trenches.
Invite your friends to our meeting to hear about the 
importance of World War I to our history and modern 
foreign policy making.
LEAGUE WEBSITES
Check out the LWVWV AND LWVUS websites. Both 
are sources of information on governmental issues. ' '
AIR QUALITY
Recently during National Air Quality Awareness 
Week the West Virginia DEP's Division of Air (DAQ) 
joined with national agencies to make citizens aware of 
simple daily choices which can affect their air quality. 
Here is information provided by WV's DAQ.
Throughout the year, there are days when air 
quality could pose potential health risks in certain 
populations, such as those who suffer from asthma and 
lung problems. Ground-level ozpne and particulate 
matter are two pollutants of particular concern to West 
Virginia residents. High spring and summer 
temperatures combine with emissions from vehicles, 
power plants, and fuel and solvent vapors to elevate 
ozone levels. For that reason, the statewide ozone 
monitoring season in West Virginia started on April 1 
and runs through Oct. 31. Particulate matter also 
increases during the summer months because of 
emissions from construction projects, increased power 
usage for air conditioners and forest fires.
While the DAQ works to make the air cleaner across 
West Virginia through implementing air quality 
standards and rules reducing pollution from industrial 
sources, residents can make a difference as well in air 
quality that affects both health and climate change. 
Many of these activities will also save money.
When you drive, turn off your engine instead of 
idling; keep your tires properly inflated for better fuel 
usage; combine trips; carpool; and, refuel in the evening 
hours when fumes from refueling won't combine with 
the sun's heat to increase ozone levels.
Use energy-efficient lighting and appliances. Turn off 
appliances and electronics when not in use. Recycle - 
Products made from recycled materials use 
substantially less energy during production. Lawn Care 
- Most people do not associate air pollution with 
mowing the lawn. Emission controls for small gasoline 
engines have not been a crucial design consideration
until recently. Consequently, small engines acejjig _
polluters collectively. Consider buying electric or 
battery-powered equipment. If using gasoline 
equipment, prevent spills and overfills. Even small 
gasoline spills evaporate and pollute the air and 
groundwater.
What's YOUR Air Quality IQ? For more information on 
Air Quality Awareness Week, visit 
http://www.epa.gov/airnow/airaware/ Information on 
-  West Virginia's air-quality-maybeobtained —- — — -  
by visiting www.dep.wv.gov/daa/
CONDOLENCES
We send our condolences to the family of Loretta 
Hagler who recently died. She contributed her time and 
talents to many organizations. She will be missed.
CALENDAR
May 13 - Election Day
May 19 - League meeting. 7 pm. Beverly Hills 
Presbyterian Church
September 15 - League meeting. Study/Consensus of 
Public Library Financing in WV
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Due to health problems Julie Damewood would like 
to be relieved of her duties as secretary. Our League 
holds 8 board meetings a year. We also need help on 
Voters Service activities, our Finance Drive, and Public 
——Relations, lfanyone-woul4 Jike-to belp-the-League with— 
any of these activities, please notify Helen Gibbins, 304- 
736-3287 o rgibbins@frontier.com.
HUNTINGTON EAST MIDDLE SCHOOL
Did you know that the new Huntington East Middle 
School was built with sustainable features? Some of 
them include -  Orientation of the building so that it 
optimizes daylight and comfortable temperatures; 
white roof to reflect the sun; efficient lighting; control 
of storm water runoff; food and paper composting 
through a pulper; efficient heating and air conditioning; 
polished concrete floors that need considerably less 
maintenance.
MEMBERSHIP IN THE LEAGUE
The Huntington League continues to welcome new 
members at half-price membership dues -  one 
member, $23; two members in a household, $30; full 
time student, $13. Dues may be paid to our treasurer, 
Ann̂ Speer̂ .- Mail the-check-to-tbe-League-of Women 
Voters of the Huntington Area, 706 Ridgewood Rd., 
Huntington, WV 25701. Invite your friends to a meeting 
or sign them up to receive our bulletin by email.
COURT DECISIONS -THE GOOD AND THE BAD
* In Arkansas, a state judge struck down the state's 
new Voter ID law saying it did not meet the state 
constitution by adding a requirement that voters m ust^*- 
meet before casting a ballot.
* In Wisconsin, a federal Judge struck down Wisconsin's 
voter ID law, declaring that a requirement that voters 
show a state-issued photo ID at the polls imposes an 
unfair burden on poor and minority voters violating the 
US Constitution.
* The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the administration's 
cross-border air pollution regulations. The rule will 
control air emissions that cause smog and soot that 
come from other states.
* Now the bad -  the US Supreme Court released its 
-decision in Mc€mtchcoft- v.-FedeFa!-Election^mmission. 
The court ruled that aggregate campaign contribution 
limits are invalid and opened a loophole allowing 
political parties to be further corrupted by big-money 
contributions from special interests.
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